25X1
Approved For Release 2008/01/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A000700640001-3

X

USAF review completed ]

<

{ARMY review oompleted]

Q“’o’g

Approved For Release 2008/01/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A000700640001-3




.

Approved For Release 2008/01/11 : CIA-RDP80T00248A000700640001-3 *

C—Q-N-P-T=D=-E-N-T-I-A-L | SEE BOTTOM OF PAGE FOR SPECIAL CONTROLS, IF ANY
Y This 1al Ins inf ion affecting the
lNFORMATlON REPORT Natonal Defense of the United States within the
ing of the Espl ge Laws, Tile 18, U.8.C.
Secs, 793 and 794, the or revelation
PREPARED AND DISSEMINATED BY of which 1n oy o hortod por
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY son 1s prohiblted by law.
COUNTRY
Hungary

SUBJECT DATE DISTRIBUTED

M apr 57

NQ. 6F ENCLS,

Description of the Hungarian National Prisca NO. OF PAGES
3

SUPPLEMENT TO REPORT #

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

[Mis report 1s the result of a joint collection effort of the Air Force,
the Armmy, and CIA, and is disseminated in accordance with the provigions of
BSCID #7._/

25X1 25X1 25X1

1. When I returned to Hungary in 1950, after spemding five years in the USSR as &
W, I wvas immediataly arrested by the AVH, along with eight thousand other re-
turning PWs. The AVH claimed that the group of PWs returning im 1950 had not
been relessed with the other Hungarisn prisoners by the Soviets in 1948 becsuse
of our former political affiliaticns. The AVH, because of my father's former
high position in the Hungarian government, stated that it was necessary that I
be thoroughly invesilgated before I could be relessed. During the investigative
pveriod, I was assigned on work details as a political prisoner on several new
Projects. I was sent Iin July 1951, with a large group of other political

, Dbrisoners, to work as s lsborer on the Kecskemet Army Kaserne at Xorhankos.

Our group assisted in the comstruction of seven two-gtory barracks to house a

8oviet tank division. Each barXack was 240 feet long snd 50 feet wide. The

barracks were completed in October 1951; I was sent to work on the new Kazincber-
cika chemical plant until August 1952 when I was brought to trial.

2. The AVH informed me that if I signed a confession to my political crimes, they
would recoomend & short prison term for me. They admitted that I had been
thoroughly investigated and they were unable to uncover any evidence of political
activity againgt the Hungarian goveroment. However, they felt that because of
my father’'s former position, I could not be released. I would not mgree to sign
the confesslon although I was beaten twice during the next three weeks before
I was brought to trial. I was charged with sympathizing with the foreign policy
of the Hungarisn government prior to World War II, and sentenced to five years

{mprisoment ] 25X1

3. X was taken to Orszagos Borton (Naticnmal Prison for Political Prisoners) at 13
Kozm Street, Budapest X to serve my sentence. This prison, formerly known as
Gyustofoghaz Kobanya (Collective Prison of Kobanya), wms comstructed in 1896,
renpdeled several times after World War I, and modernized after World War II

. when tollet facilities were insislled. This prison is surrounded by a barbed

! Wire feuce, approximately 15 feet high. There are 12 guard towers surrounding

the prisoa, all mamned by members of the AVA. ‘There are oaly two sntrances and

tvo exits. One in front is for prison persommel, visitors, etc. The cne in
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the rear is for trurks snd aubomobiles.

4. ‘Me prison consigis of a four story bsnk of prison cells, with a left sod
right wing in the feom of 2 Y. Thers is a catwalk under the bank of cells
vhere the guards can watch the priscnera. These two wings sre in the centar
of the prisen. In frunt of the wings sre the butiun plant, drafting roam,
hospital, apecial prison section, the dining room for the guards, & vieitors
roam, sleeplng guartars awd thester for the guards. To the real of the two
wings are the laundry, cabinst shop, repair workshop. barber room, warshouse,
ward for mental casee, and batk house. /On file 16 % memoxry 25X1
sketeh of the prison - zlassified CONFIGERTIAL. There were priscners
in the prison when I was there, and 200 guards.

5. When I wvas first tsken to the prison, I wes assigned to a section known as the
special prison. 1t wes used for special political priscuers, lacluding women,
vho were corsidered sufficiently important to isolate from the other priscners.
Some of the special prisoners vhen I was there included: Arpad Szakasits,
Socialist Party leader snd his wife; Anns Kethly, former minister of the Socialist
Party; and Mrs laszlo Bajk, bead of the Magysr Nok Demccratikus Szoveisege
(Fungarian Women's Damocratic Federation). All politiesl priscuers condemed
40 death spa also impriscned here. Sgzakasits has been releaged and turned in-
former against his party. Mrs Bajk was released in 1935, and was active in the
revolution in November 1956.

6. After three weeks 11 tha spenisl prison, I wes moved {o the general section of
the prison with the other political prisoners. 1 wes imformed by the prison
authorities that I would be given a mumber, and listed in thelr recoxds under
my mother*s maiden nane. I vas aisc warned againgi telling other prisoners
my name. Even the guamiz did not lemrn my true identity until I had been in
the prison sbout two yearz. Affer being indoctrinated; T wes informed that X
could work in one of the priscn shops and esrn income to purchase extra rations.
I vas glven a cholce of the cabinet shop, buktom sbop, laumdry, general repair
and maintenance shop, the engineering or drafting departmeni, or working with
the bricklayers or masous in gensral repair work of the prison. That T wms
glven a prefarence was surprising, because many of the prisonsra were not per-
nitted to leave their cells. I imew of several instances where prigoners re-
‘mld.ned. in their ct=lls for ws long as 18 months without being sble to get out.

1
was paid at the rate of 50 forints/mo; others recelved ag much as 250 fo‘rintl/mo, 23K
and engineers were pald 500 f«nrints/moa The axtra money was used to purchase
fruits, smoked bacnn and gun,

7. Prison routine wea extremely monotonoug. We werm wakened sl 0700 hours, breskfast
of coffee snd bread st 0730 In our cells, then sgsigned Lo our work. lLanch, con-
sisting of soup and » vegetable, was at noon. Dinver wes st 1800 bours and
congisted of cooked vegetables snd a potatn. For the first sevevwl years of my
imprisomment I was unable to sleep at right due to the scresus of t}:a prisoners
in solitary confiuement. The commander of the prison in 1952 was JFNU
Bapkuti, a smdist of the firsh order. He sesmed to delight in crueliy sed
punishment. TF a priscoer paglected to salube a gusrd, he was placed in golitexy
confinement. His wrists were shackled to his snkles in & gitting position for
as long as 18 hours st s time. On 3 Jul 52, a young Yugpslav prisoner managed
to escape by riding unier the resx of & coal truck. It so Infuristed Baakuti
that he ordered the gusrds to opsn all the cells end beat each prisoner. In
Decenber 1952, Bankuti test cne of the prisoners to deaih, and becsuse the
Hungarian officisls feit ha had exreeded his authority, imprisoned him for 1}
years. He wag succeeded by /Fu17 Eomar, who remained until April J1953.

Col L,ff‘Ngj g.}:_t;hr succeadad “Kaﬁr, and when | e | 25%1
Jihanyl ¥ss hesd 0f the prison. The torture at the prison was curtailed in
May 1953, although cther moderste disciplinsry messures; primerily solitacy
confinement, wers usad. Although the young Yugoslsv escaped; he wes the anly
one successful in the period I wes imprisoned. Seversl others dug a tunnel

:
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under the rear wall, crossed the barbed wire fence, and escaped, only to be
pleked up several days later. Executions were by hanging and usually took
place between 0300 - 0500 hours.

25X1 8. After I hed returned from the USSR, I wvas pexrmitted to send a message to my

‘. family for the first time in 3} years from the prisom. It was in December

! 1953; and I was finally permitted to see them vhen they visited the prison

! in January 195k, one of three visits & year visitors were permitted. In
25X1 was able to obtain & job as & ‘
25X1 [ ﬁ.le‘ ‘1- a memory sketch of the prison, classified CONFIDEN
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